GANDHIJI AND THE INDIAN REVOLUTION
contrast itself gives a clue to the understanding of his power
and his influence.
He was, however, not content to change the texture of
the Indian mind alone; he felt he had a message for the
entire world. Though he may not have succeeded in trans-
forming the universe, he has everywhere stirred the mind
of man. Complete success in such endeavours is perhaps,
from the nature of the case, unattainable. The achieve-
ment of Indian freedom and its repercussions throughout
the world prove that his endeavours have not been with-
out avail.
Before launching the straggle for liberation, Gandhiji
had to forge a weapon of proved temper. This was a diffi-
cult task on account of the loss of spiritual unity from
which the Indian people suffered. The impact of the West
had sundered their unity so that Indians found themselves
a people of divided consciousness. The classes and the
masses had drifted from one another till they had hardly
any point of contact. Gandhiji set to restore the points of
contact and re-establish unity. This marked his greatest
political effort and made him a revolutionary leader of the
first importance.
Gandhiji was born at a time when the magnificence of
British power had dazzled the Indian intellect It in-
fluenced even the feelings and the will of the people. The
memories of the struggle of 1857 had not yet faded out of
public consciousness. Its effects were however dissipated
as different communities reached differently to it. The
Indian Muslims were divided, inactive, and full of bitter-
ness. Among the Hindus, feelings were divided. Some
felt bitter^ but for others there was no sense of defeat or
frustration. Smaller communities like the Parsis or the
Sikhs felt they had a share in the British victory of 1857,
The political leadership of the British was accepted almost
as an axiom not only in India but outside. It was the hey-
day of British glory and pax britanica ruled the world.
The modern era of scientific advance had begun. It
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